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“Of the over 1,100 colleges fielding fastpitch
) ns, only about HALF offer any form of
olarships. This means that the majority
f girls playing softball in ¢ollege right now are not
receiving athletic-based aid.” o

reccive only partial seholarships and
some may have to. make the team as walk-ons.”

“Without 2 doubt, ¢very college-bound seftball
player ,.é:_s..c,,.o to be offered a full athletic
cholarship:: But competition for athletic aid is
ach year. In case you are not
¢ enough to geta scholarship offer, be
, prepared. rc,.:» at all of your financial aid

- options,”
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PREPARING TO PLAY SOFTBALL AT THE
COLLEGIATE LEVEL BY CATHI ARADI
This is the most comprehensive guide available on how to get
recruited. All quotes included in the pamphlet are taken from

this wonderful student guide. Available for purchase online
from the NFCA: www NFCA org

NCAA GUIDE FOR THE COLLEGE-BOUND
STUDENT-ATHLETE

Available online at www.NCAA org or see your guidance
counselor at your high school.

THE NATIONAL FASTPITCH COACHES
ASSOCIATION

The NFCA is the largest organization of softball coaches in the
country. Please encourage your coach to join. Players, parents
and umpires also can become affiliate members of the NFCA!
See more at www.NFCA .org
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Prior to Junior Year in High School:

At the beginning of your 9" grade year, you become a
prospective student athlete. All rules regarding recruiting go
into effect at this time. You may visit an institution at your own
expense as often as you wish, and all contacts with a coach must
be on the college campus. The athlete can call the coach, but
the coach cannot return the phone call, email, instant message,
text message or encourage contact of any kind prior to the
athlete’s junior year.

Junior Year of High School

September 1st:

Coaches may send athletes recruiting letters, emails, instant
messages, text messages and information about the athletic
program. Coaches may not call prospects, however, until after
July 1 for Division I and June 15 for Division I1. (Players may

call coaches, but coaches cannot return these calls until the
specified dates.)

July 1st After Junior Year:
In person, face-to-face contacts can begin - 2 Division | college

is allowed three total off-campus contacts with a prospect
during her senior year in high school.

Coaches may only call prospects once a week, and these calls
include conversations with any family members,

It is strongly recommended that you register with the NCAA
Clearinghouse and the NCAA Amateurism Clearinghouse. It is
up to you to update this information every semester!

Senior Year of High School

First Day Classes:

On-campus official visits may begin, You are limited to five
official visits at five different institutions. These are expense-
paid visits for the prospect. A coach is allowed unlimited
telephone calls during the five days before an official visitto a
-campus. Coaches are also allowed unlimited telephone calls
during the day of a home visit.

National Letter of Intent Signing:

Early Signing: Begins the 2nd Wednesday in Nov. of Senior year
Late Signing: Begins the 2nd Wednesday in April of Senior year

COLLEGIATE

PROCESS

The National Fastpitch Coaches
Association presents this
Educational Pamphlet to

help you understand the NCAA

Softball Recruiting Process.

What’s Inside?
v NCAA Rules Timeline
v" Frequent Questions
v Do’s & Don’ts
v Reality Check

Special thank you to:
Cathi Aradi
“Preparing to-Play Softball at the
Collegiate Level”
Lacy Lee Baker & .
The NFCA Recruiting Subcommittee
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